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QUARANTINE ADVISORY PANEL 

30. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Part of the task of the Quarantine Advisory Panel was to look at alternative models 
for hotel quarantine. Can the Premier outline to the house what alternative models the panel has identified, and 
will he table the advice? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Another piece of advice to new members is that before they ask a supplementary question, they should listen to 
the answer and not just read out what is put in front of them. 

Madam Speaker, I just outlined that. Clearly, there is an alternative. Facilities are available, such as RAAF Base 
Curtin, Christmas Island and other commonwealth facilities. They are all over Australia and they are currently 
unoccupied—they are not being used. Most of the commonwealth people who say that they cannot be used have 
never been to them and have never stayed at one of them, so they would not know. They just do not want to do it 
because they know it poses a risk and it is difficult and hard. That is why they do not want to do it. We, as a state, 
have been doing way above our per capita share, but we are not going to do that anymore. I will be advising the 
Prime Minister soon on the number of people we will take. At the moment, we have around 1 900 people in hotel 
quarantine, but that number will reduce because last week we sought and received a reduction in the cap. The 
number will come down and, going forward, we will take fewer people who are returning to Australia. The solution 
here, which will not be easy, is for the commonwealth to once again use the facilities that it used last year for 
people returning from China and Japan. 
The SPEAKER: Just before I give the next call, if members have a question without notice that requires a lot of 
detailed information in the answer, it is better to either put that question on notice or give some notice to the 
minister, even relatively brief notice, if you want those details provided in question time. I caution members about 
asking questions that require a lot of detail and perhaps recommend those other options. Indeed, in the past, the 
Nationals WA have used the technique of giving some prior notice when they have wanted more detailed answers 
to really good effect. 
I give the call to the member for Collie–Preston with her first question in this house! 
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